Patients' interest in educational programmes on asthma.
The compliance of patients in educational programmes on asthma is sometimes lacking and this may be due in part to patients' scarce interest or refusal to expand their knowledge of the disease. In the present study, we aimed to evaluate the interest of a group of asthmatic patients in education on asthma and to point out the asthma-related topics considered particularly worth discussing. The study was conducted before starting the educational programme. Sixty adult patients with mild-to-moderate asthma were asked to complete a questionnaire, including a group of 14 questions aimed at evaluating the level of patients' interest in various asthma-related topics, one question regarding patients' willingness to attend a small-group educational course on asthma, and a further question asking patients to suggest topics of particular interest for discussion. For each of the first 14 questions, patients indicated their level of interest according to a score ranging 1-3. The sum of the scores obtained for each topic (partial score) and the sum of partial scores (total score) were calculated and classified into three classes of interest (I: low, II: medium; III: high), and the distribution of patients into the three classes was analysed (chi-squared test).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)